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SUBMISSION FROM ROBERT COOK 

 

I do not support the Bill’s aim to end physical punishment to children by parents or carers. 

Parents are on the whole the best placed to raise their children without the interference of 
the law. Social and health workers and children’s hearings would be overwhelmed if this bill 
was implemented they have enough work to get on with. 

Interference of this nature in family life would cause division between children and parents. 
Children should not be treated the same as adults. Children need to learn right from wrong 
and smacking in certain circumstances is only one form of appropriate discipline. If you 
accept that children should be treated like adults then what about the unborn child and their 
rights? 

Ministers should apologise to Prof Larzelere who has done research on this subject. 

 Prof Larzelere argued that “back-up smacking” improves a child’s co-operation with milder 
disciplinary methods, “so that smacking can be phased out” 

 He said “before they criminalise tens of thousands of loving parents who use the 
occasional smack to discipline their children”. 

“Back-up smacking has been associated with less aggression or defiance than 10 of 13 
alternative disciplinary tactics”. “The consultation document also failed to summarise all of 
the most important studies, before claiming that it provided an evidentiary base for a 
smacking ban”. 

He added: “Two other studies found that smacked children had better outcomes than 
never-smacked children as long as smacking was discontinued by ages nine or 11.” 

There have been few, if any, “objective evaluations of smacking bans”, and that the most 
relevant evidence indicates that criminal assaults and physical abuse increase after 
smacking is banned in a country.  Politicians need to listen to the research and their voters 
and abandon this push to criminalise parents.” 
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